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,Mr. MAYOR“

,Your Beatitudes
,Your Eminences
,Your Graces

Ladies and Gentlemen

We thank you, Mr. MAYOR, for your kind invitation to this
gathering in this festive season. This is a time of the year
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when the eyes of the world are turned toward Jerusalem, and
when we are most aware of the importance of Jerusalem not just
.for those of us who live here, but for the whole of humanity

As the focal point of the divine-human encounter, Jerusalem
has a universal significance that transcends all human
boundaries and divisions. We are all sons and daughters of
Jerusalem, and Jerusalem 1is the spiritual home of all people
of goodwill, regardless of their origin or creed. As we read
in the Scriptures, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem.. how often have I
desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her

. (chicks under her wings” (Luke 13,34

This Paschal season makes visible the mission of the Church in
maintaining this special character of Jerusalem and 1in
upholding the multicultural and multifaith heritage that we
share. As you are well aware, this unique 1identity of
Jerusalem and its universal vocation are the serious peril
from Israeli radical groups whose actions threaten the very
fabric and foundation of this Holy City. So egregious is their
activity,that it is catching the attention of religious and
governmental leaders around the world, who recognize the
dangers of such groups, and we cannot but express our deep

.concern to you

The Churches are willing to work together with you for the
common benefit and common good of all our people, but this
work must rest upon mutual respect and the security of the
historic rights and privileges of the communities that make up
our society. We wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge
and thank our fellow Heads of the Churches, especially His
Paternity Father Francesco, who has been instrumental 1in

.building up our common witness

We are living in challenging times, and the role of Jerusalem
is of greater significance to the human family than ever
before. We understand fully the complexities of the 1issues
that we face, and we are committed to finding appropriate



solutions that will contribute to the well being of all our
.people

MAY God bless you, Mr. MAYOR, and your colleagues, in the work
that you do on behalf of our Holy City and all who live here
.and come here on pilgrimage

.”"Thank you



