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:His Beatitude said the following in English

,Your Paternity, dear Father Francesco“

,Your Eminences

,Your Graces

,Beloved Members of our Respective Brotherhoods, Dear Fathers
'Christ is born

'Glorify him

We thank you, dear Father Francesco, and your Brotherhood for
your gracious greetings as we celebrate the Feast of the
Nativity of the Incarnate Logos, our Lord Jesus Christ. This
is always a time of great rejoicing, as the hymnographer

: reminds us
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.Today Christ is born of a Virgin in Bethlehem

Today he who knows no beginning now begins to be, and the Word
.Is made flesh

,The powers of heaven greatly rejoice
.and the earth with humankind makes glad
(Mattins of the Nativity)

As we keep this festive season, we wish to take this
opportunity first of all to express our condolences in this
formal way on the passing away of His Late Holiness Pope
Benedict XVI. We remember with deep respect his visit to the

.Holy Land in 2009, and his commitment to the Church

We also are mindful today of your ongoing cooperation in the
restoration of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Our mutual
commitment to this crucial cooperative venture between our two
Brotherhoods remains a powerful sign of hope for the world of
the Gospel that we share, and we wish to express our gratitude
to you for this shared endeavour. The restoration will make
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre an enduring place of

.pilgrimage for generations to come

This festive Christmas season reminds us that we are people of
prayer and hope. QOur hope is in the Word made Flesh, who
united earth and heaven, and who gathers us into a common
destiny. And we remain in the life of the Word made Flesh as
long as we remain a community of prayer. Prayer must always
embrace everything that we say and do, for prayer 1is the
source of the strength that enables us to live the values of
our faith. Prayer enables us to resist secular and political
influences, and remain focused on the Gospel, which is the

.foundation for true peace, justice, and reconciliation

We rejoice with you and your Brotherhood, dear Father
Francesco, in this joyful Christmas season. MAY God bless you



and the communities committed to your pastoral care, and MAY
the light of the Incarnate Logos shine in our hearts and
.minds

.We wish you a happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year

".Thank you

i xS bl 5o a8e auS bl 15 o el ay g3l sy
59999 Ml Lows U o Jo sl b awl, ode a1
i oY awni S e Lo sl andbiad ] sl s

iy i ol il

dawbios wuzys aldl e Ul welidond wos S s S Ju bl daie
t5,LJ1 oim

,Beloved Fellow Heads of the Churches”
,Your Excellencies
,Your Eminences, Your Graces
,Dear Fathers
,Brothers and Sisters
IChrist is born
ILet us glorify him

We welcome you to our Patriarchate and we thank you for your
warm expressions of greeting as we celebrate the Feast of the
Nativity of the Incarnate Logos, Our Lord Jesus Christ. As the

Church proclaims

.Heaven and earth are united today, for Christ is born
.Today has Cod come upon the earth, and humanity up to heaven
.Therefore let us also give glory

(Compline of the Nativity)



The Christmas message 1is the message that by his incarnation,
the Eternal Logos has united earth and heaven, so that we may
live the values of the Good News of the Gospel. The message of
Christmas 1is most emphatically not a message of discord, or
violence, or division. It is the message of the triumph of
love and compassion, which is the ground of peace, concord,
and harmony. As Saint Paul reminds us, whatever we do
without love 1is worth nothing (cf.1Cor.13:1-3).We Christians
.commit ourselves to this way of love

We also seek to make manifest in our common life that
Christmas is not a lovely folktale of long ago, or a cultural
event surrounded by a lot of social and commercial activity.
Christmas is the very revelation of the Logos, the Word that
was from the very beginning, through whom, as the Creed
declares, all things were made. Let us keep this message of
the mystery of the Incarnate Logos at the centre of our
.mission

Here our togetherness and our common purpose find their
anchor. And because our togetherness and common purpose are
anchored in the mystery of the incarnation, they have proven
to be effective. The Christian presence in the Holy Land down
the ages has been a force for stability that has worked to
prevent acts of extremism, and our work together as spiritual

. leaders is a living witness to this

In this same spirit, we stand together against the horrific
and senseless desecration of sacred places, like the vandalism
of the Anglican cemetery on Mount Zion a few days ago,
perpetrated by suspected radicals whose agenda is to tear the
fabric of our multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, and multi-
religious landscape. This vandalism, occurring at the time of
this festive season, 1s no accident. All our Churches have
suffered such indignities, and they are on the rise, and we
condemn all acts of vreligious vandalism from whatever

source, which are designed only to intimidate, to insult
and to inhibit our life together. And we take this opportunity



to express our support to our brother, Archbishop Hosam, and
the local Anglican Church. We would also like to communicate
our appreciation to the Archbishop of Canterbury for his real

.concern for our predicament here

We must also express our sincere condolences to the Custos of
the Holy Land and his Fraternity and also to the Latin
Patriarch on the passing away on New Year’s Eve of His Late
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, who we had the opportunity to

.welcome to our Patriarchate

Our Christmas celebration is a celebration of doxology and
prayer. Therefore our task first and foremost is to remain a
community of prayer not only for ourselves, but also for the
whole human family. This 1is precisely what we did in our
celebration at the Church of the Nativity, where pilgrims come
throughout the year, and which is itself a place of prayer for
the whole world. This Holy City, the Holy Places, and our
beloved Holy Land are the great arena of prayer, both for
individual faithful people as well as for the Churches. Here
prayer has seeped into the very stones, and here countless
people have been moved to pray. By remaining a community of
prayer, we remain grounded in the divine mystery of the
Nativity of our Lord and in the spiritual values of his

.Gospel

MAY God bless you and the communities you serve and pastor,
and MAY the light of the Sun of Righteousness that shines from
.the Holy Cave in Bethlehem illumine our hearts and minds

.We wish you all a very happy Christmas and a blessed New Year
.”"Thank you
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,Your Paternity, Father Francesco”

,Your Eminences

,Your Graces

,Beloved Members of our Respective Fraternities

,Dear Fathers

We greet you with joy today as you and your communities
celebrate the great Feast of the Nativity of the Incarnate
.Logos, the Word made flesh

:As the hymnographer tells us
Behold, the Most Holy Word comes unto his own“

.i1n a holy body that is not his
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By a wondrous birth he makes his own
."the world that was estranged
(Irmos for the Forefeast of the Nativity)

In this festive Christmas season, it must be our special care
to articulate a message of hope especially for our communities
here in the Holy Land. As we all so fully recognize, we are
living through challenges and dangers unprecedented in our
lifetime, and our Christian communities in the Holy Land are
bearing a terrible burden. The combination of the
consequences of the pandemic, world economic volatility,
political uncertainty 1in the region, and the pressure to
emigrate all weigh heavily on our people, and especially on
.our youth

What hope can we show our own people? Can this hope, the
Incarnate Logos, our Lord Jesus Christ, reach our own people
with life-sustaining force in the face of so much that seems

?to rob them of life

The hope that comes to us at Christmas 1s precisely the
expectation that we can live fully in the multi-cultural,
multi-ethnic, multi-religious landscape in which Divine
Providence has placed us, where there can and must be peace,
justice, reconciliation, and the mutual respect of those who
know themselves to be the sons and daughters of the Creator

.and Father of all

Hope is the conviction of those who are confident in God, even
in the face of the most terrible of circumstances. For, as
Saint Paul says, we know that affliction produces

and

endurance, endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us (Rom. 5:3-5). Hope is the resolve
that our Lord Jesus Christ has made his own a world that was



once estranged, but has now been redeemed by his life,
.passion, death, and resurrection

Dear Father Francesco, our unity of purpose in our common
mission to guard and serve the Holy Places and to ensure the
Christian integrity of the Holy City of Jerusalem and the Holy
Land, 1is itself another sign of hope, for this has produced
real fruits. We wish to express once again our appreciation
for all that you have done, and continue to do, in this
regard, especially in your firm resolve in the face of
provocative behavior from radical groups. We are stronger

.and more effective in this alliance

MAY our partnership ever deepen, that together we and our
fraternities MAY be agents of hope to those entrusted to our
pastoral care in the Christian communities of the Holy Land.
In this way, the world MAY see hope born again in the Holy
Land, and the Holy Land MAY shine as a beacon of hope to the
.world

We wish you, the members of your Brotherhood, and all the
faithful committed to your care, the blessings and the joy of
.this Christmas Feast

.”"Thank you
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,Your Beatitude, dear Patriarch Pizzaballa“
,Your Eminences

,Your Graces

,Dear Fathers

,Beloved in Christ



We wish to extend to you, Your Beatitude, the greetings and
the blessings of this holy season as you and your communities
celebrate the Christmas Feast. As we hear in the hymns at

:this time of the year

,A Light shall spring forth from the root of Jesse

..as the prophet full of light foretold

:0 ye people, let us say

:Blessed are you, our God who has come among us

.Glory to you

(Canticle Nine, Mattins, the Forefeast of the Nativity)

The Light that has come is the Incarnate Logos, the Word made
Flesh, the Sun of Righteousness who has brought healing in his
wings (Malachi 4:2). By uniting heaven and earth, divinity
and humanity in himself, he has brought hope to the world, so
that all may know that in Christ God was reconciling the world

.(to himself, (2 Cor. 5:19

As we all well know, we are celebrating this Christmas season
at a difficult time for our world and our region. In every
aspect of our life, people are under pressure. So well-known
are the circumstances of our present life that we need not
number them all, but their cumulative effect on our
communities is extremely serious. Perhaps most seriously, we
see a creeping despair, especially among our young people, who
do not see a future of possibility for themselves in our

.region

We have a message of hope in the Gospel of Christ so that hope
may be made manifest in our life today. Our mission 1is
.precisely this, to bear witness to the manifestation of hope

We wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge your
commitment, Your Beatitude, to creating a culture of hope in



our region, even in the face of tremendous difficulty and
challenge. For hope is the only light that can pierce the
darkness of despair and futility, and hope must be our
constant message as well as our tireless resolve. The common
mission that we share in protecting the Christian character of
Jerusalem and the Holy Land and in pastoring the communities
entrusted to us is nothing less than a mission of hope. MAY we

.always keep this hope before us in all that we do

MAY God bless you and your communities in this holy season of
light and hope, as we celebrate the birth of the living Hope
who's light and life shine from the cave in Bethlehem for us

all

."Thank you
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